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MAJOR INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS ON EDUCATION RIGHTS  
 

The global community has come together on several occasions since 1948 to promote education as a 
human right:  
 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 
Article 26 
(1) Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and 
fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional 
education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on 
the basis of merit. 
 

(2) Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the 
strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, 
tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of 
the United Nations for the maintenance of peace. 
 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966) 
Article 13 
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to education. They agree 
that education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and the sense of its 
dignity, and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. They further 
agree that education shall enable all persons to participate effectively in a free society, promote 
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations and all racial, ethnic or religious groups, 
and further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace. 
 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) 
Article 28 
1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this right 
progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in particular:  
 

(a) Make primary education compulsory and available free to all;  
 

(b) Encourage the development of different forms of secondary education, including general and 
vocational education, make them available and accessible to every child, and take appropriate 
measures such as the introduction of free education and offering financial assistance in case of need;  
 

(c) Make higher education accessible to all on the basis of capacity by every appropriate means;  
 

(d) Make educational and vocational information and guidance available and accessible to all 
children;  
 

(e) Take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and the reduction of drop-out rates.  
 
The World Declaration on Education for All (1990) 
“We, the participants in the World Conference on Education for All, reaffirm the right of all people to 
education. This is the foundation of our determination, singly and together, to ensure education for 
all.”  
 
Education for All Dakar Framework for Action (2000) 
“…all children, young people and adults have the human right to benefit from an education that will 
meet their basic learning needs in the best and fullest sense of the term, an education that includes 
learning to know, to do, to live together and to be. It is an education geared to tapping each 
individual's talents and potential, and developing learners' personalities, so that they can improve 
their lives and transform their societies.” 


